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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
SOMERVILLE AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE 
MAYOR 

 
 
 
Mary Cassesso, Managing Trustee Trustees 
 Michael Feloney 
 Donna Haynes 
 Beth Munroe-Howe 
 Daniel LeBlanc 
 Eleanor Rances 
 Andrea Shapiro 
 Lisa Davidson 
 Mark Niedergang 
 

Minutes 
August 13, 2015 Meeting – 6:15 PM 

City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room 
93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143 

 
Trustees Present: Mary, Lisa, Michael, Donna, Daniel, Eleanor, and Andrea 
Trustees Absent:  Beth, and Mark 
Guests Present:  Emily Monea, City staff to Somerville Community Preservation Committee 
     Danielle McLean, Somerville Journal 
 
The meeting began at 6:15 PM.  
 

1. Reading and Approval of the June 25, 2015 meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was introduced and PASSED 8-0 to approve the June 25, 2015 meeting 
notes.   

 
2. CPA Update – Emily Monea presented the following to the Trust: 

 
In June of 2015, the Mayor recommended and the Board of Alderman (BOA) approved 
$1.2 million in City appropriations to the FY15 CPA funds. As the Community 
Preservation Committee (CPC) voted to allocate 45% of Community Preservation Act 
funds (CPA) to community housing in FY15, $540,000 (or 45%) of the City 
appropriation funds for FY15 will come to the Trust to administer for community 
housing purposes. An additional $54,755 will also come to the Trust to administer due to 
FY15 surcharge revenue and interest coming in higher than originally projected by 
$121,678. Therefore, the total amount coming to the Trust for FY15 is $594,755. 
 
The CPC voted to allocate 45% of FY16 CPA funds for community housing for the Trust 
to administer. The preliminary allocation of estimated CPA revenue for FY16 is 
$856,913. 
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The CPC will need to make a recommendation to the BOA for the allocation of the City 
appropriation funds for FY15 CPA. This could happen in October for just the FY15 
funds, or the end of November and include the new FY15 funds and the FY16 funds. 
Emily had asked the Trustees if they had a preference, and the Trust suggested doing 
what made the most sense for her, unless there was an urgent need on the part of the 
Trust for the funding. The Trustees acknowledged that at this time, there is no urgent 
need. 
 
The Trustees also reviewed the FY16 funding cycle timeline that Emily had prepared for 
the CPC and noted that the September 29th deadline for eligibility determination forms 
did not apply to the Trust. 
 
At the next Trust meeting, the Trustees will review a proposed timeline for housing 
projects, but it will likely follow the timeline used in FY15 of an RFI due in November 
2015 and an application due in January 2016. If for some reason the projects required 
more CPA funding than is available under the 45% allocation, the Trust could then 
submit a request to the CPC for any additional funds needed. The CPC does not 
anticipate making recommendations to the BOA before March 23, 2016. 

 
3. 100 Homes  
 

An update was provided to the Trustees on the 100 Homes Program. The City has been 
working to prepare a commitment letter for the program for MHIC in advance of their 
Loan Committee meeting on September 10th. If the program passes the MHIC Loan 
Committee meeting, the next step would be for the MHIC Board to vote on funding the 
program. MHIC funds are to be used by SCC toward acquisition costs of properties. 
 
Under the bonding scenario, the potential CPC commitment to community housing is 
more than the statutory 10% requirement, and as such, the CPC and BOA are required to 
vote as well and approve the program and commitment, which are the next steps on the 
City’s end. 
 

4. Clerk Salary 
 

The Trust contributes 10% toward the Clerk’s salary. There was a salary increase associated with 
the position, and 10% is now $15.05 a week more than FY15.  

 
5. Haitian Coalition supplemental information on NOFA Program Proposal – The Trustees 

reviewed the submission Lince prepared and determined that more clarification was 
needed from Beth and Lince as to the partnership; a November start date was 
recommended for the Program.    
 

6. Announcements – there will be a groundbreaking event on Thursday Sept. 17th at 4 pm 
for 181 Washington Street. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM.  


